
 

                                                       
 
 
Ms. Susan Durden currently works as a senior economist with the Institute for Water 
Resources of the Corps of Engineers. IWR is located at the Humpheys Engineering 
Center in Alexandria, VA. IWR is a leader in the development of planning methods and 
tools to address economic, social, institutional and environmental needs in water 
resources planning and policy. 
 
She has degrees in economics and education with extensive post-graduate training in 
strategic planning, conflict resolution, environmental issue resolution and 
communications. She is from central Illinois where she was raised on a family farm 
which has been in operation for over 100 years.  
 
Her experience includes working for the Corps of Engineers at Savannah District (South 
Atlantic Division), Baltimore District (North Atlantic Division) and Nashville District 
(Lower Rivers Division). She has served as an economist, study manager, project 
manager and supervisor. She was Chief of Economics in the Baltimore District and 
worked extensively with the Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil 
Works on Congressionally mandated flood control projects in Wyoming Valley, PN.  
 
In addition to her tenure with the Corps of Engineers, Ms. Durden was the Eastern U. S. 
Regional Manager for the National Marine Sanctuary program at NOAA Headquarters. 
She worked as an economic development and grant specialist at the Northwest Alabama 
Council of Local Governments and has taught as an adjunct faculty member at several 
colleges and universities.  
 
Major technical interests include: communicating science to the public, monetary values 
for environmental benefits, models as tools in decision making, and partnerships with 
non-traditional customers. Ms. Durden serves as a mentor and works with several 
organizations to promote interest in science and math among girls.  
 
 
  
 



  


